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Tracking Support for  

an Independent Federal Receiver at Rikers  
List compiled by the Katal Center for Equity, Health, and Justice  

For years, community groups, advocates, and service providers have worked to reduce the city’s 

jail populations and shut down Rikers. That work continues. Now, as the crisis in city jails 

worsens and the death toll rises, calls are growing for the federal courts to order an independent 

receiver to take control of Rikers. 

 

As the Brennan Center for Justice has described:  

“When a local or state government proves unable or unwilling to improve a distressed 

public institution that has long defied federal law, a federal court can take the troubled 

entity out of the government’s hands and appoint a ‘receiver’ – a nonpartisan expert – to 

assume direct control, with an eye towards reform.” 

 

A federal receiver is not a panacea but could improve conditions for people incarcerated and 

employed there until Rikers is shut down once and for all. 

 

The following list includes current and former government and corrections officials and 

community and advocacy groups who publicly support a federal receiver taking over at Rikers. 

This list of stakeholders does not represent a coalition. But it does reflect a growing consensus 

across the political spectrum that federal intervention at Rikers is needed to save lives and 

improve conditions for the people who are detained there or work there.  

 

 

Officials and Groups in Support of Appointing  

an Independent Federal Receiver to Take Over at Rikers 

 

Updated March 1, 2025, 4:30 P.M. ET 

 

This list does not reflect any endorsement of or participation in any particular coalition or 

campaign. Unless otherwise noted, all names and groups are listed alphabetically. 

 

Federal Prosecutors 

• Damian Williams, U.S. Attorney for the Southern District of New York1 

State Attorney General 

• Letitia James, Attorney General of New York2 

New York City Officials  

• New York City Comptroller Brad Lander3 

https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/analysis-opinion/way-forward-rikers-island-receivership
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• New York City Public Advocate Jumaane D. Williams4 

• Queens Borough President Donovan Richards5 

New York City Council Members and Former City Council Members 

 

An asterisk signifies that the council member (or former council member) has 

cosponsored Resolution 183 (formerly 669), which calls for a federal receiver of New York City 

jails. 

• Alexa Avilés, District 38* 

• Charles Barron, District 42* 

• Erik Bottcher, District 3* 

• Tiffany Cabán, District 22* 

• Carmen De La Rosa, District 10* 

• Majority Leader Amanda Farías, District 18* 

• Jennifer Gutiérrez, District 34* 

• Shahana K. Hanif, District 39* 

• Crystal Hudson, District 35* 

• Rita C. Joseph, District 40* 

• Shekar Krishnan, District 25* 

• Christopher Marte, District 1* 

• Mercedes Narcisse, District 46* 

• Sandy Nurse, District 37* 

• Chi Ossé, District 36* 

• Keith Powers, District 4* 

• Lincoln Restler, District 33*6 

• Kristin Richardson Jordan, District 9* 

• Yusef Salaam, District 9* 

• Pierina Ana Sanchez, District 147 

• Nantasha Williams, District 27* 

• Julie Won, District 26* 

• Justin L. Brannan, District 43* 

• Shawn Abreu, District 7* 

 

New York State Legislators and Former Legislators  

• Senator Jabari Brisport, District 258 

• Senator Cordell Cleare, District 309 

• Senator Kristen Gonzalez, District 5910 

• Senator Peter Harckham, District 4011 

• Senator Brad Hoylman-Sigal, District 4712 

• Senator Robert Jackson, District 3113 

• Senator Liz Krueger, District 2814 
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• Senator Shelley Mayer, District 3715 

• Senator Jessica Ramos, District 1316 

• Senator Gustavo Rivera, District 3317 

• Senator Julia Salazar, District 5718 

• Senator José Serrano, District 2919 

• Senator Toby Ann Stavisky, District 1120 

• Assemblymember Robert Carroll, District 4421 

• Assemblymember Taylor Darling, District 1822 

• Assemblymember Harvey Epstein, District 7423 

• Assemblymember Emily Gallagher, District 5024 

• Assemblymember Jessica González-Rojas, District 3425 

• Assemblymember Kimberly Jean-Pierre, District 1126 

• Assemblymember Dana Levenberg, District 9527 

• Assemblymember Zohran Mamdani, District 3628 

• Assemblymember Marcela Mitaynes, District 5129 

• Assemblymember Linda Rosenthal, District 6730 

• Assemblymember Amanda Septimo, District 8431 

• Assemblymember Tony Simone, District 7532 

• Assemblymember Phara Souffrant Forrest, District 5733 

• Former New York State Senator Alessandra Biaggi, District 3434 

 

Former Public Safety & Correctional Officials  

• Zachary Carter, former corporation counsel at the New York City Law Department and 

former U.S. attorney for the Eastern District of New York35 

• Elizabeth Glazer, former director of the Mayor’s Office of Criminal Justice under Mayor 

Bill de Blasio and former deputy secretary for public safety under Governor Andrew 

Cuomo; founder of Vital City36  

• Michael Jacobson, former commissioner of the Department of Correction under Mayor 

Rudy Giuliani; currently executive director of the CUNY Institute for State & Local 

Governance37  

• Vincent Schiraldi, former commissioner of the Department of Correction under Mayor 

Bill de Blasio and former commissioner of probation under Mayor Mike Bloomberg; 

currently secretary of the Maryland Department of Juvenile Services38 

• Sarena Townsend, former deputy commissioner of the Intelligence, Investigation & 

Trials Division at the New York City Department of Correction under Mayor Bill de 

Blasio39 

 

Editorial Pages & Publications 

• New York Daily News40 

• New York Post41 

• Vital City42  

Advocacy & Community Groups  
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1. Abolition Apostles43 

2. Americans Friends Service Committee (AFSC)44 

3. A.J Muste Foundation45  

4. A Little Piece of Light46 

5. Ali Forney Center47 

6. Amplifying Activists Together48 

7. Artistic Noise49 

8. Bend The Arc, Statewide50 

9. Bend The Arc Jewish Action, Riverdale51 

10. Birth from the Earth52 

11. Bridging Africa and Black America Inc 53 

12. Books Beyond Bars (Center for Appellate Litigation)54 

13. Brennan Center for Justice55 

14. Bronx Climate Justice North56 

15. Bronx Defenders57 

16. Brooklyn Defender Services58 

17. Brooklyn Heights Synagogue Social Justice Committee59 

18. Brotherhood Sister Sol60 

19. Brooklyn for Peace61 

20. Cabrini Immigrants Services of NYC62 

21. Call To Action (CTA)63  

22. Campaign Zero64 

23. Center For Employment Opportunities65 

24. Center for the Independence of the Disabled, New York (CIDNY)66 

25. Citizen Action of New York67 

26. Citizens Union68 

27. Close Rosie’s69 

28. Community Access70 

29. Community Connections For Youth71 

30. Correctional Association of New York72 

31. Corporation for Supportive Housing73 

32. Dismantling Racism Team of Congregation Beth Elohim74 

33. Drive Change75 

34. Envision Freedom Fund76 

35. Families for Freedom77 

36. Families and Friends of the Wrongfully Convicted78 

37. Fled Collective79 

38. Flex Dance Program80 

39. Floorworks Art Collective81 

40. ForbesTV82 

41. Forefront Church83 

42. Fortune Society84 

43. Futures of Tomorrow (Cypress Hill Local Development Corporation)85 

44. The Gathering for Justice86 

45. The Long Island Progressive Coalition87 
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46. New York Immigration Coalition88 

47. The Surveillance Technology Oversight Project (S.T.O.P)89 

48. Housing Works90 

49. Hour Children91 

50. Human Rights-Racial Justice Center (H2RJ)92 

51. Impacted communities93 

52. Incarcerated Nation Network94 

53. Jews for Racial & Economic Justice95 

54. JustLeadershipUSA96 

55. Kalief Browder Foundation97 

56. Katal Center for Equity, Health, and Justice98  

57. KAVI – Kings Against Violence Initiative99  

58. Latino Justice100 

59. Legal Aid Society101 

60. Link Home Care102 

61. Long Island Progressive Coalition103 

62. Malikah104 

63. Mobilization105 For Justice, Inc. 

64. National Alliance on Mental Illness of New York City, Inc. (NAMI-NYC)106 

65. National Action Network NYC Chapter Second Chance Committee107 

66. Neighborhood Defender Service of Harlem108  

67. New Beginnings Outreach Program For Women109 

68. New Hour for Women & Children – Long Island110 

69. New Pride Agenda111 

70. North Bronx Racial Justice112 

71. NYC Brown Berets113  

72. New York Civil Liberties Union114 

73. New York City Bar Association115 

74. New York Communities for Change116 

75. New York County Defender Services117 

76. New York County Lawyers Association Criminal Justice Committee118 

77. New York Jewish Agenda119 

78. NY Renews120 

79. New York State Defenders Association121 

80. New York Women’s Foundation122 

81. New York Working Families Party123 

82. Now We Rise!124 

83. Nurses for Social Justice125 

84. Plymouth Church126  

85. Prison Families Alliance127 

86. Probation and Parole Project, Columbia Justice Lab128 

87. Providence House, Inc.129 

88. Queens Defenders130  

89. Raging Grannies131 

90. Reentry @ Lehman132 
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91. Remedy Project133 

92. Restorative Justice Initiative134 

93. RFK Human Rights135 

94. Rikers Debate Project136 

95. Sad Girl Karaoke137 

96. Strategy for Black Lives138 

97. The Center on Race, Inequality and the Law at NYU School of Law139 

98. Unchained140 

99. Vera Institute of Justice141 

100. Women’s Prison Association142  

101. Worth Rises143 

102. Youth Anti Prison Project144 

103. Youth Justice Network145 

104. Youth Represent146 

105. YVote/Next Generation Politics147 

If you or your group supports the call for a federal receiver – or if you have any questions or 

clarifications – please email Yonah Zeitz, director of advocacy at Katal: yonah@katalcenter.org.  
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Groups, Rally Outside of the Courthouse in Support of the Federal Takeover and Demand Closure of Rikers Island.” 
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50 Bend the Arc, Statewide Earth signed on to Katal’s receivership support list. https://katal.info/receiversupport 

https://thecrimereport.org/2022/05/20/reformers-call-for-federal-takeover-of-new-yorks-rikers-jail
https://www.nydailynews.com/2022/04/12/how-we-can-rescue-rikers-island-without-waiting
https://www.vitalcitynyc.org/articles/rikers-hearing-june-2023
https://www.vitalcitynyc.org/articles/rikers-hearing-june-2023
https://www.nydailynews.com/2022/04/12/how-we-can-rescue-rikers-island-without-waiting
https://www.themarshallproject.org/2022/10/28/i-spent-over-40-years-working-in-corrections-i-wasn-t-ready-for-rikers
https://www.themarshallproject.org/2022/10/28/i-spent-over-40-years-working-in-corrections-i-wasn-t-ready-for-rikers
https://hellgatenyc.com/nycs-former-jails-investigator-identifies-top-problem-on-rikers-corruption
https://www.nydailynews.com/2023/07/11/ask-and-you-shall-receive-citys-latest-failure-highlights-need-for-rikers-receiver
https://www.nydailynews.com/2023/07/11/ask-and-you-shall-receive-citys-latest-failure-highlights-need-for-rikers-receiver
https://nypost.com/2022/04/21/federal-takeover-of-rikers-island-isnt-a-bitter-pill
https://nypost.com/2022/05/14/why-rikers-island-jail-should-be-handed-over-to-the-feds
https://nypost.com/2022/05/14/why-rikers-island-jail-should-be-handed-over-to-the-feds
https://nypost.com/2023/07/19/fed-prosecutors-right-its-time-for-a-receiver-to-take-over-rikers
https://katal.info/receiversupport
https://katal.info/receiversupport
https://katal.info/receiversupport
https://katalcenter.org/as-federal-court-holds-major-hearing-to-determine-control-of-rikers-community-groups-and-elected-officials-hold-protest-to-demand-immediate-action
https://katalcenter.org/as-federal-court-holds-major-hearing-to-determine-control-of-rikers-community-groups-and-elected-officials-hold-protest-to-demand-immediate-action
https://katal.info/receiversupport
https://katalcenter.org/press-release-rikers-is-in-crisis-rally-11-17-22
https://katal.info/receiversupport
https://katalcenter.org/press-release-rikers-is-in-crisis-rally-11-17-22
https://katal.info/receiversupport


Tracking Support for a Federal Receiver at Rikers | Page 8 of 10 

 

 

51 Bend the Arc Jewish Action, Riverdale signed on to Katal’s support list. https://katal.info/receiversupport 
52 Birth from the Earth signed on to Katal’s receivership support list. https://katal.info/receiversupport  
53 Bridging Africa signed onto Katal’s receivership support list. https://katal.info/receiversupport 
54 Books Beyond Bars (Center for Appellate Litigation) signed on to Katal’s receivership support list. 

https://katal.info/receiversupport 
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57 New York County Defender Services, The Bronx Defenders, Brooklyn Defender Services, Neighborhood 

Defender Service of Harlem, and Queens Defenders. “New York City Public Defenders’ Joint Statement on the 

Crisis on Rikers and the Need for Receivership.” Press release. August 10, 2023. https://bds.org/assets/images/Joint-
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58 New York County Defender Services et al., “New York City Public Defenders’ Joint Statement,” 2023. 
59 Brooklyn Heights Synagogue Social Justice Committee signed on to Katal’s receivership support list. 

https://katal.info/receiversupport 
60 Brotherhood Sister Sol signed on to Katal’s receivership support list. https://katal.info/receiversupport  
61 Brooklyn for Peace signed on to Katal’s receivership support list. https://katal.info/receiversupport  
62 Cabrini Immigrants Services of NYC signed on to Katal’s receivership support list. 

https://katal.info/receiversupport 
63 Call To Action (CTA) signed on to Katal’s receivership support list. https://katal.info/receiversupport  
64 Campaign Zero. “On Eve of Adams Administration’s Rikers Plan, Activists Demand Department of Justice 

Intervene to Confront Humanitarian Crisis at Jails.” Press release. May 16, 2022. https://rikersisland.org/files/rikers-

campaign-release.pdf  
65 Center for Employment Opportunities signed on to Katal’s receivership support list. 

https://katal.info/receiversupport 
66 Center for the Independence of the Disabled, New York (CIDNY) signed on to Katal’s receivership support list. 

https://katal.info/receiversupport  
67 Citizen Action of New York signed on to Katal’s receivership support list. https://katal.info/receiversupport 
68 Betsy Gotbaum and Alan Rothstein. Letter to U.S. District Court Chief Judge Laura Taylor Swain. July 31, 2023. 

https://citizensunion.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/Citizens-Union-Letter-Support-for-the-Appointment-of-

Federal-Receivership-Over-New-York-City-Jails-Nunez-2023.pdf  
69 Close Rosie’s signed on to Katal’s receivership support list. https://katal.info/receiversupport 
70 Community Access signed on to Katal’s receivership support list. https://katal.info/receiversupport  
71 Community Connections For Youth signed on to Katal’s receivership support list. 

https://katal.info/receiversupport 
72 Correctional Association of New York signed on to Katal’s receivership support list. 

https://katal.info/receiversupport  
73 Corporation for Supportive Housing signed on to Katal’s receivership support list. 

https://katal.info/receiversupport  
74 Dismantling Racism Team of Congregation Beth Elohim signed on to Katal’s support list. 

https://katal.info/receiversupport 
75 Drive Change signed on to Katal’s receivership support list. https://katal.info/receiversupport 
76 Envision Freedom Fund signed on to Katal’s receivership support list. https://katal.info/receiversupport 
77 Families for Freedom signed on to Katal’s receivership support list. https://katal.info/receiversupport  
78 Families and Friends of the Wrongfully Convicted Inc. signed on to Katal’s receivership support list. 

https://katal.info/receiversupport  
79 The Fled Collective signed on to Katal’s receivership support list. https://katal.info/receiversupport  
80 Flex Dance Program signed on to Katal’s receivership support list. https://katal.info/receiversupport  
81 Floorworks Art Collective signed on to Katal’s receivership support list. https://katal.info/receiversupport  
82 ForbesTV signed on to Katal’s receivership support list. https://katal.info/receiversupport 
83 Forefront Church signed on to Katal’s receivership support list. https://katal.info/receiversupport 
84 The Fortune Society. “Statement on the Federal Court Hearing in Nunez and Receivership.” August 10, 2023. 

https://fortunesociety.org/media_center/statement-on-the-federal-court-hearing-in-nunez-and-receivership  
85 Futures of Tomorrow (Cypress Hill Local Development Corporation) Justice signed on to Katal’s receivership 

support list. https://katal.info/receiversupport  
86 The Gathering Justice signed on to Katal’s receivership support list. https://katal.info/receiversupport  
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87 The Long Island Progressive Coalition signed on to Katal’s receivership support list. 

https://katal.info/receiversupport 
88 New York Immigration Coalition signed on to Katal’s receivership support list. https://katal.info/receiversupport  
89 The Surveillance Technology Oversight Project (S.T.O.P) signed on to Katal’s receivership support list. 

https://katal.info/receiversupport 
90 Katal Center for Equity, Health, and Justice. “As Federal Court Holds Hearing on Crises at Rikers, Community 

Groups and Elected Officials Hold Protest to Demand Immediate Action.” Press release. June 13, 2023. 

https://katalcenter.org/receivership-action-june-13  
91 Hour Children signed on to Katal’s receivership support list. https://katal.info/receiversupport  
92 Human Rights-Racial Justice Center (H2RJ) signed on to Katal’s receivership support list. 

https://katal.info/receiversupport 
93 Impacted communities signed on to Katal’s receivership support list. https://katal.info/receiversupport 
94 Incarcerated Nation Network signed on to Katal’s receivership support list. https://katal.info/receiversupport  
95 Jews for Racial & Economic Justice signed on to Katal’s receivership support list.  

https://katal.info/receiversupport 
96 JustLeadershipUSA. “Deanna Hoskins and Others Call for Rikers to Be Placed into Federal Receivership.” 

August 9, 2023. https://jlusa.org/2023/08/09/deanna-hoskins-and-others-call-for-rikers-to-be-placed-into-federal-

receivership  
97 Kalief Browder Foundation signed on to Katal’s receivership support list. https://katal.info/receiversupport 
98 gabriel sayegh. “Eric Adams Has Failed. It’s Time for a Federal Receiver to Take Over at Rikers.” July 28, 2023. 

https://www.cityandstateny.com/opinion/2023/07/opinion-eric-adams-has-failed-its-time-federal-receiver-take-over-

rikers/388948  
99 KAVI signed on to Katal’s receivership support list. https://katal.info/receiversupport  
100 Latino Justice signed on to Katal’s receivership support list. https://katal.info/receiversupport  
101 The Legal Aid Society. “Judge Will Consider Outside Control of Rikers.” August 15, 2023. 

https://legalaidnyc.org/news/judge-consider-outside-control-rikers-island  
102 Link Home Care signed on to Katal’s receivership support list. https://katal.info/receiversupport 
103 Long Island Progressive Coalition signed on to Katal’s receivership support list. https://katal.info/receiversupport  
104 Malikah signed on to Katal’s receivership support list. https://katal.info/receiversupport  
105 Mobilization signed on to Katal’s receivership support list. https://katal.info/receiversupport 
106 National Alliance on Mental Illness of New York City, Inc. (NAMI-NYC) signed on to Katal’s receivership 

support list. https://katal.info/receiversupport  
107 National Action Network NYC Chapter Second Chance Committee signed on to Katal’s receivership support list. 

https://katal.info/receiversupport  
108 New York County Defender Services et al., “New York City Public Defenders’ Joint Statement,” 2023. 
109 New Beginnings Outreach Program For Women signed on to Katal’s receivership support list. 

https://katal.info/receiversupport  
110 Katal Center for Equity, Health, and Justice. “People Impacted by Rikers, with Elected Officials and Community 

Groups, Rally Outside of the Courthouse in Support of a Federal Receiver and to Demand Closure of Rikers Island.” 

Press release. April 27, 2023. https://katalcenter.org/release-people-impacted-by-rikers-rally-at-foley-square  
111 New Pride Agenda signed on to Katal’s receivership support list. https://katal.info/receiversupport  
112 North Bronx Racial Justice signed on to Katal’s receivership support list. https://katal.info/receiversupport  
113 Katal Center for Equity, Health, and Justice. “People Impacted by Rikers.” November 17, 2022. 
114 Molly Biklen and Christopher Dunn. “NYCLU AMICUS CURIAE BRIEF: NUNEZ ET AL. V. CITY OF NY.” 

Filed by the New York Civil Liberties Union. December 1, 2023. https://www.nyclu.org/en/cases/nyclu-amicus-

curiae-brief-nunez-et-al-v-city-ny  
115 New York Bar Association and Vera Institute for Justice. “City Bar and Vera Institute Submit Amicus Brief 

Urging Federal Receiver for Rikers.” Press Release. December 4, 2023. https://www.vera.org/newsroom/city-bar-

and-vera-institute-submit-amicus-brief-urging-federal-receiver-for-rikers?emci=71d68d16-568d-ee11-8924-

6045bdd47111&emdi=574a89f2-ce92-ee11-8925-002248223f36&ceid=42345  
116 New York Communities for Change signed on to Katal’s receivership support list. 

https://katal.info/receiversupport  
117 New York County Defender Services et al., “New York City Public Defenders’ Joint Statement,” 2023. 
118 New York County Lawyers Association signed on to Katal’s receivership support list. 
119 New York Jewish Agenda signed on to Katal’s receivership support list. 
120 NY Renews signed on to Katal’s receivership support list. 
121 On August 20, 2023 Susan Bryant from the New York State Defenders Association signed a letter on behalf of 

the organization, supporting federal receivership of Rikers Island. https://katal.info/receiversupport 
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122 New York Women’s Foundation signed on to Katal’s receivership support list. https://katal.info/receiversupport 
123 New York Working Families Party “Community Groups, Elected Officials, and Directly Impacted People Rally 

to Call for Federal Courts to Take Over Rikers” Press Release. December 14, 2023 https://katalcenter.org/shut-

rikers-rally-at-foley-square/  
124 Now We Rise! Justice signed on to Katal’s receivership support list. https://katal.info/receiversupport 
125 Nurses for Social Justice signed on to Katal’s receivership support list. https://katal.info/receiversupport  
126 Plymouth Church signed on to Katal’s receivership support list. https://katal.info/receiversupport 
127 Prison Families Alliance signed on to Katal’s receivership support list. https://katal.info/receiversupport  
128 Probation and Parole Project, Columbia Justice Lab signed on to Katal’s receivership support list. 

https://katal.info/receiversupport 
129 Providence House, Inc., signed on to Katal’s receivership support list. https://katal.info/receiversupport  
130 New York County Defender Services et al., “New York City Public Defenders’ Joint Statement,” 2023. 
131 Raging Grannies signed on to Katal’s receivership support list. https://katal.info/receiversupport  
132 Reentry @ Lehman signed on to Katal’s receivership support list: https://katal.info/receiversupport 
133 Remedy Project signed on to Katal’s receivership support list: https://katal.info/receiversupport 
134 Restorative Justice Initiative signed on to Katal’s receivership support list. https://katal.info/receiversupport 
135 RFK Human Rights signed on to Katal’s receivership support list. https://katal.info/receiversupport 
136 Rikers Debate Project signed on to Katal’s receivership support list. https://katal.info/receiversupport  
137 Sad Girl Karaoke signed on to Katal’s receivership support list. https://katal.info/receiversupport 
138 Strategy for Black Lives signed on to Katal’s receivership support list. https://katal.info/receiversupport  
139 The Center on Race, Inequality and the Law at NYU School of Law signed on to Katal’s receivership support 

list. https://katal.info/receiversupport 
140 Unchained signed on to Katal’s receivership support list. https://katal.info/receiversupport  
141 Vera Institute of Justice. “Vera Institute of Justice on Rikers Island Federal Receivership.” Press release. 

November 17, 2022. https://www.vera.org/newsroom/vera-institute-of-justice-on-rikers-island-federal-receivership  
142 Women’s Prison Association signed on to Katal’s receivership support list. https://katal.info/receiversupport 
143 Worth Rises signed on to Katal’s receivership support list. https://katal.info/receiversupport 
144 Youth Anti Prison Project signed on to Katal’s receivership support list. https://katal.info/receiversupport 
145 Youth Justice Network signed on to Katal’s receivership support list. https://katal.info/receiversupport 
146 Youth Represent signed on to Katal’s receivership support list. https://katal.info/receiversupport  
147 YVote/Next Generation Politics signed on to Katal’s receivership support list. https://katal.info/receiversupport  
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