


The appalling problems at Rikers aren’t new – they are all too familiar and
dramatically underscore that the city needs alternatives to jail. With an
unrelenting crisis at Rikers marked by a rapidly rising death toll, we need
urgent action to save lives. Mayor Adams and the New York City Council
must: 

•
 
•
•

CUT the number of people held on Rikers and in all city jails and cut the
budgets used for caging people. 
SHUT down the Rikers Island jail complex. 
INVEST in real community safety: housing, health care, education, and jobs.

Until Rikers is shut down, the federal courts must appoint a receiver to take
over city jails and improve conditions for the people incarcerated there and 
those who work there.20
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